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ALASTAIR SWAYN FOUNDATION

Our Founder

Our founder, Alastair Swayn AO was a man
passionate about every aspect of design. He
appreciated the ways design can enrich and inform
our daily lives. A prominent figure in architecture,
Alastair was a founding director of the highly
acclaimed architectural practice, Daryl Jackson
Alastair Swayn (DJAS). He made a significant
contribution to public life as President, Senior
Councillor and Life Fellow of the Australian Institute
of Architects, Professorial Fellow at the University
of Canberra, and most significantly the position
of inaugural ACT Government Architect. For his
distinguished service to architecture in the ACT, he
was posthumously appointed an Officer of the Order
of Australia (AO) in 2017.
He regarded architecture as a servant of people and
their communities rather than as an end in itself.
His architecture style reflected light, colour and
humanity, believing that people were born equal and
have the right to be heard equally. He was proud
that this emanated through all his commercial
and public service buildings, where occupants and
visitors are treated equitably and not subjected to

a defined structural hierarchy. Alastair understood
that architecture and design is a genuine way of
approaching humanity, with equal consideration of
and contribution from all.
Before his death in 2016, Alastair generously
bequeathed his estate to a foundation in his
name, the Alastair Swayn Foundation to advance
Australian architecture and design culture. The
Foundation encourages and supports talented and
innovative Australian designers through a range
of funding initiatives, providing opportunities to
pursue excellence for the enrichment of knowledge in
architecture and design disciplines in Australia.
The Foundation welcomes all contributions from
the architecture and design community. You can
support our mission by becoming a partner, making
a donation through your own bequest to the
Foundation or by participating in our grants and
other initiatives. Through your ongoing support we
can continue to develop our programs to enrich
Australian design.
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Mission

FOUNDATION OBJECTIVES

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

Founded by Alastair Swayn AO, the Alastair Swayn
Foundation, was established for the public charitable
objective of advancing design development, it
continues to support and nurture the Australian
architecture and design community by:

The Alastair Swayn Foundation is committed to five
Guiding Principles that inform our funding strategy.

——Exploring, presenting and promoting Australian
design and its influences

——Showcasing Australian leadership in design
——Building public awareness and appreciation of the
value of design

——Stimulating and fostering research, design
education and the exchange of ideas about design

——Building international design exhibition
connections

——Complementing and extending the portfolio
of national cultural exhibitions in Australia and
overseas

——Promoting, supporting and advising on the

collection, conservation and display of design
records
Grants are awarded accordingly to research,
education, exhibition, or development activities which
demonstrate:

——Innovative approaches that build knowledge in
design

——Implementing design ideas into practice
——Future thinking for the design industry
——Maximising national and global outreach

Excellence
We support individuals, groups and organisations
who are outstanding in their respective field of
architecture and design.
Innovation
We seek to fund projects that take a new approach
to problem-solving, especially those that can be
evaluated and have potential for expansion and
further development within architecture and design
practice. Supporting research is fundamental to this
approach.
Collaboration
Our grants have greater impact when combined
with financial or in-kind support from academic
institutions, government, and professional industries.
The Foundation can be one of a number of supporters
of a project. We encourage applicants to collaborate
and form partnerships that facilitate combining
knowledge and resources to achieve a shared aim.
We collaborate with recipients through knowledge
sharing and advancing architecture and design
in Australia as outlined in our Open Access policy.
Foundation fund receivers must commit to submitting
research publication funded by the Foundation in our
open access research repository.

Progress
We fund projects that will maximise impact
well beyond the period of our grant. Long-term
sustainability of the project is an important
consideration for the Foundation. The subject of the
proposed project is limitless provided a benefit to
architecture and design is evident and a willingness
to share the research findings with the Australian
community through the Foundation’s platforms is
displayed.
Leadership
We aim to cultivate highly skilled leadership in
the Australian architecture and design industries,
positioning Australia as a leader in global design
practice.
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I was honoured to join the Alastair Swayn Foundation as
Foundation Manager in 2020, it has been a privilege to work
closely with the members of the Board and our partnership
organisations. In my first year with the Alastair Swayn
Foundation, the design community faced an incredibly
challenging year, yet we saw the best of design ingenuity in
action as the industry shifted rapidly to accommodate the
changes brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic and the
summer bushfires.
Since our founding by Alastair Swayn in 2016, we have been
building meaningful connections and carving out new
opportunities to support architecture and design in Australia.
We reached a new milestone this year with the launch of our
first grants program in April, and we were overwhelmed by the
response from the design community.
We are incredibly proud to support a range of research projects
through our grants program covering housing, workplace
design, fashion design, sustainability, and diversity in design.
We ensure this research is made freely available to the design
community through Swayn Open Research. Launched in
2020, this digital repository of papers, eBooks, podcasts and
virtual exhibitions contains research examining issues from
the future of housing for young Australians, engagement with
architectural services in bushfire affected communities, to
exploring Australia’s rich history of industrial design.
We look forward to sharing the findings of grant research
projects and more on Swayn Open Research and engaging
with new research as we further our mission of knowledge
sharing with the design community.
We are also pleased to support art and design in Canberra
through our sponsorships with DESIGN Canberra and Contour
556. Both of these festivals delivered engaging programs to
strong audience numbers, a major feat given the impact
of lockdowns and travel restrictions. The public’s eager
engagement with art and design throughout 2020 speaks to
the deep passion and interest held for creative industries and
the built environment, demonstrating the need to support
design in all its forms.
Our collaboration with the National Museum of Australia
enabled the inaugural appointment of the Swayn Senior Fellow
in Australian Design, Adrienne Erickson. As a result, the Swayn
Centre for Australian Design has been initiated as has the

launch of swayn.design. This website will continue to develop
into a hub for celebrating design, with a comprehensive
program packed with exhibitions, discourse forums and events.
Our digital audience has grown exponentially within this year
through the launch of our new websites and our increased
engagement across social media channels. It has been a
pleasure to be able to connect with the architecture and design
community in more accessible ways and we hope to expand our
outreach with the community in years to come.
2020 saw the Foundation rise above the challenges that the
year brought to deliver more funding, programs and events
than ever before. We are grateful to the architecture and design
community’s ongoing and fervent support of the Foundation’s
objectives. The Foundation looks forward to sharing new
research opportunities and a rich program of events and
exhibitions with you in the future.
Susannah Britt
Foundation Manager

ALASTAIR SWAYN FOUNDATION
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Chairperson’s Report

The last twelve months have challenged our
community in general and the arts and design world
in particular. Rarely in the recent past have we lived
through a time where growing feelings of isolation
and concern have needed to be counteracted by
hope and inspiration. The Alastair Swayn Foundation
has been proud to be a part of the creative energy
that has made this difficult time easier. We have
encouraged design appreciation and enabled positive
and transformative growth by awarding grants
and celebrating good design in the many ways it
underpins our lives and aspirations.
I would like to thank the Foundation’s Board members
who have collectively and enthusiastically worked
together to steer the Foundation toward achieving
the many goals Alastair Swayn envisioned as well
as the excellent work and support provided by our
Foundation Manager, Susie Britt. My thanks on behalf
of the Board also go to retired Directors Robin Dyke
and Tim Ryan our inaugural Chair, both of whom
played a major role in establishing the Foundation.
In particular, I acknowledge and sincerely thank the
National Museum of Australia and the Swayn Senior
Fellow of Australian Design, Adrienne Erickson for the
on-going success of the Swayn Centre for Australian
Design at the Museum. Our collaboration with the
NMA enables continuing opportunities to build
on Alastair’s initiative to foster public knowledge,
interest and enjoyment in Australian architecture

and design. Through events, exhibitions and forums
focussed on recognising the best of Australian design
we also challenge the creative talent of our nation to
influence for a positive future.
This year the Foundation has supported a wide range
of design focussed activities and events reaching
into the broad Canberra and regional communities
including major sponsorship of Craft ACT’s Festival of
Design, DESIGN Canberra and the public art biennale,
Contour 556.
The Foundation has continued to promote and
assist research and investigation into academic and
applied design research through our scholarships and
grants program. Our strong relationship with the ACT
Government and with the University of Canberra have
also created diverse opportunities for both students
and architects in researching the many ways design
effects and conditions our world.
Finally, I would like to thank the broader public and
architectural and design community as well as the
Australian Institute of Architects, the Australian
Institute of Landscape Architects and the Design
Institute of Australia for their support and for sharing
our enjoyment and interest in the value of good
design to all our lives.
Graham Humphries
Chairperson, Board of Directors

ALASTAIR SWAYN FOUNDATION

Board of Directors

Graham Humphries, Chairperson LFRAIA
MRAIC OAQ HonAIA HonFNZIA
After graduating with honours in Architecture from
the University of New South Wales, Graham has
practiced as a professional architect for over 45 years
on projects in Australia, Canada, the Middle East,
Spain, and China. He has been made an honorary
member of the American Institute of Architects and
an Honorary Fellow of the New Zealand Institute of
Architects.
Several of his projects have been awarded the
prestigious Canberra Medallion by the Royal
Australian Institute of Architects. Graham was a
national director of Cox Architecture for 16 years
and is now a Fellow of the firm. His practice extends
across a broad scope of projects including theatres,
performing arts centres, galleries, embassies,
teaching facilities, court buildings, aquatic centres,
sports facilities and office buildings. He has served on
many advisory boards and is a past national president
of the Royal Australian Institute of Architects. Graham
was a member of the ACT Chief Minister’s Public Art
Advisory Committee, is a past member of the ACT
Cultural Council, and has been Chair of the Board of
Craft ACT since 2013.

He has collaborated with local artists on design
projects, including with Neil Roberts and Robert
Foster. Many of Graham’s projects focus on the
integration of art and architecture and he has
a special interest in promoting the value and
importance of art and design in all its forms in our
community. Graham was an Adjunct Professor
in the Faculty of Art and Design at the University
of Canberra and continues to participate in
design reviews and critiques within the school of
architecture. In his role as Chair of Craft ACT, Graham
oversaw the creation of the Design Canberra Festival,
which has multiple objectives including an outreach
program for artists and designers.

12

Annabelle Pegrum AM LFRAIA GAICD
Annabelle Pegrum is a Canberra architect and an
Adjunct Professor in architecture at the University of
Canberra where she is a member of the University
Council, and also served as a Professorial Fellow and
University Architect.
Annabelle was instrumental in developing Canberra
through her roles within the ACT Government and
the Commonwealth, most notably as Chief Executive
of the National Capital Authority (1998-2008). She
resided over a period of transformation of the nation’s
capital, heralding in new opportunities in planning for
quality development and positioning the Capital as
a progressive city for business and as a reflection of
cultural identity.
A former President of the ACT Chapter of the
Australian Institute of Architects, she received the
2005 ACT Presidents Award, served as a member
of the Institute’s Venice Architecture Biennale
Committee, has been professional adviser to
national design competitions and a member of
design juries including for the Institute’s Gold Medal
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and national awards. She was the 1998 Telstra ACT
Business Woman of the Year, a recipient of the 2001
Centenary Medal, and in 2007 she was appointed a
Member in the Order of Australia for her contribution
to Australia’s National Capital and to architecture,
particularly as a mentor to women.
Annabelle was a friend and colleague of Alastair’s.
Together with Neil Hobbs, they established the Gallery
of Australian Design in 2009, now called the Swayn
Gallery of Australian Design in honour of Alastair.
Annabelle served as Director with the Alastair Swayn
Foundation Board from 2016 until 2019, before rejoining in 2020.
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Alisa Moss
Alisa Moss is a Director of Daryl Jackson Alastair
Swayn (DJAS) a design firm co-founded by Alastair
Swayn in 1987.
Alisa is responsible for the design and the
construction of interior architecture, and in particular
the design of sustainable and agile workplaces. Alisa
has received awards for her contribution from the
Australian Institute of Architects, the Master Builders
Association and National Association of Women in
Construction. She was actively involved with the
production of the Alastair Swayn’s monograph, Light,
Colour, Humanity and his final interview and video
production.
As a strong advocate for improving the design, quality
and sustainability of indoor workplaces, Alisa was
awarded the 2007 AV Jennings Churchill Fellowship.
The Fellowship enabled her to research and continue
her professional development in the design aspects
related to indoor environment quality and healthy
buildings.

ALASTAIR SWAYN FOUNDATION

In 2009, Alisa was awarded a second international
fellowship through the International Specialised Skills
Institute in best workplace practices, which also
enabled her to visit a number of design studios and
research institutes in United States of America.
Alisa’s practice is committed to encouraging the
participation of women in the construction industry.
She is an advocate for establishing flexible community
friendly working arrangements within the industry
and she supports a number of organisations in
facilitating the development of positive, diverse and
supportive work environments.
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Brian Candler

Dr Neil Hobbs FAILA

Professor Michael Jasper

Brian comes to the Foundation as a long-standing personal
friend of Alastair and as co-executor of his estate.

Neil is a landscape architect, and principal, with
Karina Harris, of Harris Hobbs Landscapes, which has
operated since 1985.

Michael Jasper is an architect, educator, and scholar
based in Australia. He is currently Professor of
Architecture at the University of Canberra where
he directs the Master of Architecture course and
teaches in the major projects studio and advanced
architectural analysis streams.

He studied Politics and Law at Monash University,
where he was active in student politics. After serving
his articles with Phillips, Fox and Masel, he completed
his Masters at Southampton University in the United
Kingdom. Returning to Australia, he joined the AttorneyGeneral’s Department, where he predominantly worked
in Freedom of Information and Human Rights.
In 1986, he was promoted to the Senior Executive
Service, to manage the Health Department’s legal
area. Over time, he moved from the legal area into
program management, focusing on health care
financing. Whilst in the APS, Brian was a member
of the RAAF Specialist Legal Reserve and an active
aviator. He has been a member of the Canberra Aero
Club, where he learnt to fly, since 1976.
On leaving the APS in 1996, he purchased and
managed McGee Aerial Services at Canberra Airport,
a flying school and charter operator. Brindabella
Airlines took over McGees in 2000 and Brian became
Brindabella’s Chief Flying Instructor. He was delegated
an independent CASA Approved Testing Officer.
In 2004, Brian was appointed CEO of the Regional
Aviation Association of Australia, retiring in 2006 to
undertake casual flying instruction and flight testing,
which he continues.

Neil is a Fellow and a past National President of the
Australian Institute of Landscape Architects, (AILA),
2007-2009, and 2013. He was a board member of
AILA from 2003 – 2013. He was a founding member of
the Gallery of Australian Design Governing Council,
from 2008, and was a member of the Gallery of
Australian Design board (now the Swayn Gallery of
Australian Design) from 2013-2015.
Neil is passionate about public art, the public
realm, and public space activation. In 2020 Neil was
awarded PhD through the University of Canberra,
researching public art and public space. As part of
his PhD research, he instigated and curated the first
two editions of Contour 556, a three-week public art
event held in Canberra on the shores of Lake Burley
Griffin in 2016 and 2018. The event will return in 2020.
In addition to his landscape architectural practice, he
was a board member of Australian National Capital
Arts inc. (ANCA) from 2014-2019 and was a board
member of Capital Arts patrons Organisation (CAPO)
from 2012-2019.

Immediately prior to joining the University, Dr Jasper
was a Partner in Cooper Robertson & Partners
(2002-2011), a prominent New York architecture and
urban design firm. While at Cooper Robertson he held
executive leadership roles in corporate management
and marketing. In addition, Jasper directed many
of the firm’s major institutional and urban scale
projects, his clients including Yale University, Johns
Hopkins, California Institute of Technology, City of
Baltimore Development Corporation, City of Miami,
Georgetown University, the State University of New
York at Stony Brook, and the University of Miami.
Dr Jasper is broadly engaged with higher education
and the architecture profession locally, nationally,
and internationally. He serves on standing and ad
hoc committees for the University of Canberra
and across the Faculty of Arts and Design. He is an
associate member of the Faculty’s Centre for Creative
and Cultural Research. He is Deputy Chair of the

ALASTAIR SWAYN FOUNDATION

Australian Institute of Architect’s National Education
Committee, the peak national advisory body on
architecture education policies and professional
accreditation procedures.
Dr Jasper’s teaching practice is delivered in advanced
architecture studios, major project urban-scale
studios, and postgraduate seminars.
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ALASTAIR SWAYN FOUNDATION

Grants Program

Linda Daniels
Acting Company Secretary and CFO

Susannah Britt
Foundation Manager

Linda was appointed Chief Financial Officer and
Company Secretary for the Foundation in September
2020. Prior to these roles, she was the company
bookkeeper for a number of years.

Susannah joined the Alastair Swayn Foundation in
early 2020. She holds a Master of Art Curatorship
from the University of Melbourne and a Bachelor
of Arts (Development Studies) from the Australian
National University.

Linda has a Bachelor of Business in Accounting/ Legal
Studies and is a member of the Institute of Public
Accountants. Although, a qualified accountant, since
2004 Linda has worked as a contract bookkeeper, a
role she finds most rewarding. Linda first met Alastair
in 2008 when she was contracted as bookkeeper for
DJAS and has maintained a close working relationship
with Foundation since its inception.
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Susannah has been an active member in the
Melbourne arts community, focused on collection
management, exhibition management, curatorial
and research. Her background in art history and
anthropology have led to a passion for design,
architecture, and the arts, with a focus on community
engagement. Since joining the Foundation, she
has thoroughly enjoyed cultivating new research
opportunities within the design community and looks
forward to supporting the Board, its partners and
grantees as the organisation continues to expand and
flourish.

Launched by the Foundation in April 2020, our grants
program has awarded a total of $41,000 to emerging,
mid-career and established professionals and
academics working in architecture and design-related
disciplines.
We have supported a range of projects including
podcasts, virtual exhibitions and in-depth research
papers.
All outcomes from research supported by our grants
are made available to access on Swayn Open
Research, the Foundation’s digital open-access
research repository.
The scope of the research we have supported to
date focuses largely on housing and sustainability,
viewed by the Foundation as critical current issues
for architecture and design both nationally and
internationally. We have also supported research into
bushfire resilient architecture, urban lighting design to
create safer public spaces for women and workplace
design for a post-COVID world.
This research speaks to environmental, cultural,
economic and social shifts and the way in which
design and architecture can present solutions to the
benefit of Australia and our lifestyle.
Read more about the grant projects we funded in
2020 below.

ROUND ONE, 2020
Research Grants
Bridget Nathan
The Doyenne Interviews
Architect, Bridget Nathan hosts The Doyenne
Interviews, a podcast that promotes the voices
of women in the design community. Her research
for season two focused on Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander women in Australian design culture,
producing a number of episodes that contribute to
the awareness of and attribution of these women to
design culture and community.
Callum Andrews
Building Community Engagement with
Architectural Services in Bushfire Affected
Communities
Callum Andrews investigates, maps and presents
how architects have intervened, and aided bushfire
affected communities. His research collates
information from community members and
architecture professionals to establish links for more
effective future intervention.
Iain Maxwell,
Another Canberra House
Associate Professor at the University of Canberra,
Iain Maxwell examines the challenges of building
towards the Nationwide House Energy Rating Scheme
(NatHERS) 7-star housing in Canberra.
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Hugo Chan
Analysis of Australian high-density housing
guidelines
Director of Studio HC, Hugo Chan’s research
addresses Australian high-density housing guidelines.
Using an analytical approach, he will survey and
cross-reference information from a range of local
and international sources to identify ‘best practice’
criteria and approaches to develop a more holistic
framework, which distils existing global trends.
Amila Badungodage
New Ways of Working Beyond COVID-19; With
Special Reference to the Activity Based Workplace
Amila investigates the future direction of Activity
Based Workplace (ABW) in light of the impact of
COVID-19 on workplace design. His research aims
to create universal strategies that could facilitate
medium and long-term responses against the future
spread of diseases.

Strategic Grants
Angelique Edmonds
Social sustainability in Australian architecture
Angelique is a senior lecturer in architecture at the
University of South Australia and Creative Director
of the School for Creating Change. Her research
aims to extend her advocacy for social sustainability
through interviews with practitioners, discussing
social connection, and how we structure relatedness
in the context of Australian society and architectural
practice.
Sibling Architecture – New Agency:
The Future of Dwelling and Ageing
Sibling Architecture are a dynamic architecture
practice based across Melbourne and Sydney. Their
research project, titled New Agency takes the form
of a public investigation, the project examines the
futures of dwelling through the lens of an ageing
population.

Above: (from top) Sibling Architecture, Callum Andrews

Above (clockwise): Bridget Nathan, Angelique Edmonds, Iain Maxwell,
Amila Badungodage, Hugo Chan

ALISTAIR SWAYN FOUNDATION
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ROUND TWO, 2020
Research Grants
Ian Wong
Monash University – Australian Design Index
(Exhibition)
Ian Wong is a Fellow of the Design Institute of
Australia and Senior Lecturer in Industrial Design
with the Department of Design at Monash University.
The Australian Design Index was an initiative of
the Industrial Design Council of Australia to record
products awarded Good Design Awards.
This project will see Ian Wong curate and stage a
public exhibition showcasing items from the Index,
and featuring items from his own collection, the
Ian Wong Collection and other collaborators. The
exhibition will be made available online through a
3D virtual tour and will feature the comprehensive
display, detailed curatorial labels, and video content
about Australian industrial design history.

Hoa Yang
Defining the role of light on perceptions of safety
in cities through marginalised and intersectional
urban experiences – Sydney edition.
Hoa Yang is an Architect working as a specialist
lighting designer at Arup, and is a PhD candidate with
XYX Lab at Monash University. Her work advocates
for gender and spatial equality through the use
of innovative, socially just and sustainable design
practices.

Dr Dianne Smith and Dr Elizabeth Karol
Enabling inclusive housing through design –
engaging with potential residents
The project aims to gain in-depth knowledge of how
people with schizophrenia experience their homes and
how the home environment relates to their sense-ofwellbeing, to improve the design of accommodation
for residents with impeded cognitive functioning.

Hoa’s research will push for a more holistic
understanding of how lighting affects people who
identify within marginalised intersections experience
safety in Sydney and will make strong evidence based
recommendations and implementations into design
practice.

Dr Dianne Smith and Dr Elizabeth Karol will carry
out evidence-based qualitative design research
to analyse home designs occupied by people with
impeded cognitive functioning in order to identify
specifically what intangible aspects exist including the
emotionally, psychologically, and/or socially enabling
and supportive aspects; and to identify what these
residents value in their homes and what gives them a
sense of well-being.

Above: (from top) Ian Wong, Dr Diane Smith, Dr Elizabeth Karol

ALASTAIR SWAYN FOUNDATION
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Strategic Grants
Public Realm Lab x Aboriginal Housing
Victoria Transitioning to Success: Developing a
transitional housing model for young Indigenous
people.
This research is led by Public Realm Lab in
collaboration with Aboriginal Housing Victoria and
with the input of Dr Peter Raisbeck, of the Melbourne
School of Design. The project will seek to demonstrate
the role that architectural design can and should
play in helping to support young First Nations people
through the provision of stable, safe and secure
housing.
This project will demonstrate the value of good
design in public, supported and social housing and
will stimulate research, design education and the
exchange of ideas about an emerging housing
typology for a highly vulnerable cohort.
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Urtzi Grau
Body Architecture, Indo-Pacific Air
Urtzi Grau is an architect, academic and the
director of the Master of Research and the Master
of Architecture in the School of Architecture at the
University of Technology Sydney (UTS). This project
explores the recent history of breathing and its design
implications as a collaboration between the School
of Architecture and the Faculty of Science at UTS. It
aims to reconstruct the atmospheric conditions of the
end of 2019 to collect the architectures for the body
they produced.
Understanding that environmental conditions
are a definitory factor in architectural design, the
project will collect, analyse, and dissect masks as
architectures of the body. The research will produce a
map of the region’s highly politicised air using these
architectures and the air conditions that defined
them and will be exhibited in the Venice Architecture
Biennale in 2021.

Katherine Moline and Alison Gwilt
UNSW – Expanding Experimental Aesthetics in
the Social Imaginary: Clothing as Architecture for
Menopause.
Katherine Moline is an internationally recognised
researcher in design ethnography on technological
and social transformation and the curation of
speculative critical design exhibitions. Alison Gwilt
is an internationally leading scholar in fashion
sustainability with expertise in transformative design
practices to extend the lifecycle of clothes.
This project destigmatizes women’s experiences of
menopause in the workplace, reframing it as a part
of healthy ageing. By innovatively adapting clothing
for work this advanced codesign project with women
collects qualitative data that informs the redesign of
work wear as architecture.

Congratulations to all our grantees in 2020 and
we are proud to support their incredible research.
All research funded by our grants program is
made available to access for free via Swayn Open
Research, the Foundations digital repository created
to support knowledge sharing in the architecture and
design community.
Above (clockwise): Anna Maskiell – Public Realm,
Alison Gwilt, Katherine Moline, Urtzi Grau
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ALASTAIR SWAYN FOUNDATION

Sponsorships and Partnerships
GRANTS

Overall Applicants
2020
16%

103
90
233
9,276

51%

33%

Email Subscribers

CONTOUR 556 (9-31 OCTOBER 2020)

Facebook Followers
Instagram Followers

Academics

Professionals

Organisations

Website Visitors
Grants Funding

The Alastair Swayn Foundation supported the
participation of Indigenous artist James Tylor and
Indigenous architect Samantha Rich and their
installation on The Dwelling on Springbank Island.
A contemporary Indigenous architectural structure,
the design was inspired by historical Indigenous
winter buildings from Southeast Australia and used
traditional Indigenous architecture and engineering
principles.

38%
62%

Research

Strategic

The Contour 556 Symposium Making art in
Canberra’s public domain: Legacies and futures
took place on 29 October with audiences gathering
to hear a notable line-up of artists, curators and
academics discussing the future of art festivals over
two thought-provoking sessions.

Grants by Subject
8%
15%

38%

Michael Jasper, Professor of Architecture at the
University of Canberra and Director of the Alastair
Swayn Foundation presented on the fashion for

23%
15%

Housing

Workplace Design

Gender Equality

Design History

Contour 556 is an international public art biennale
that fosters discourse between ACT regional artists
and those elsewhere in Australia and internationally.

Sustainability

temporary pavilions as ‘architectural art’ and
discussed the future of regional art festivals and
temporary artistic interventions with his fellow panel
members.
67 individual artists took part the Biennale,
contributing over 40 installations and 10 events or
performances. Artworks were installed across the
Central, East and West Basins of Lake Burley Griffin,
Springbank Island, Northbourne Avenue median, Civic
Square and Marcus Clarke Street.
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Dwelling | James Tylor and Samantha Rich
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DESIGN CANBERRA
(9-29 NOVEMBER 2020)
The Foundation were proud sponsors of the 2020
DESIGN Canberra Festival. The Festival’s 2020 theme
of ’Care’ was profoundly relevant to addressing the
collective traumas experienced within Australia and
globally. Programs examined how design can address
the challenges we face through the global pandemic
and climate change and how we as artists and
designers, can strive to connect and care for ourselves
and our communities.
84,731 people attended the 21-day festival in 2020,
which hosted 1,921 events and featured 72,405
exhibitions and installations. Members of the
Foundation’s Board of Directors proudly participated
in the festival program, presenting at Two Minutes to
Midnight: Design Revisited, Design Revisited: Kirstie
Rea, and the book launch of Thoroughly Modern by
Peter Freeman.
The Foundation remains committed to supporting
Craft ACT and the Festival as they continue to
promote Canberra as a global city of design and
celebrate the local designer and makers.
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Above: Annabelle Pregrum and Adrienne Erickson

SWAYN CENTRE OF AUSTRALIAN DESIGN
AT THE NATIONAL MUSEUM:
In 2019, the Alastair Swayn Foundation collaborated
with the National Museum of Australia to launch the
Swayn Fellowship in Australian Design.
As the nation’s museum of social history. Its mission is
to bring to life the rich and diverse stories of Australia
through compelling objects, ideas and programs.
Last year we welcomed the appointment of
Adrienne Erickson as the inaugural Swayn Senior
Fellow in Australian Design, who has led the
development of the museum’s new curatorial centre,
the Swayn Centre for Australian Design.
The Swayn Centre’s program focuses on all aspects of
design, including architecture, landscape architecture,
fashion, graphic design, product and digital design,
and explore how design can affect and inform our
lives. The Swayn Centre aims to increase public
appreciation of design, promote dialogue and support
the development of Australian design locally and
internationally.

Throughout the difficulties of 2020, Adrienne has
made incredible strides for the Swayn Centre. Her
passion for design and her vision for elevating public
engagement and connection to Australian design is
demonstrated through the program she had delivered
with the National Museum of Australia.
The Foundation thanks the National Museum
of Australia and Adrienne for all their hard work
throughout the year and for furthering the
appreciation of Australian design to national and
international audiences.
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Thank you

‘LIVING IN THE CITY: AUSTRALIA–
CHINA CONVERSATIONS THROUGH
ARCHITECTURE’
Opening 30th September, the Swayn Centre for
Australian Design launched a new digital platform
swayn.design, with Living in the City: Australia
China Conversations Through Architecture, an
online exhibition surveying Australian architecture
across China. Living in the City celebrated Australian
architects and the contribution they make to global
culture, development, and engagement.
The exhibition was curated by the University of
Queensland and was developed for the Australian
Embassy in Beijing as a feature of the 2020 Australian
Government Festival of Australia in China. Australian
architecture across China from 28 participating
leading Australian architecture companies were
included. Projects were presented in pairs to highlight
significant issues such as negotiating the relationship
between density and amenity, mixed-use urbanity
for growing cities, and reprogramming architecture

for community benefit. The exhibition aligned
ingenuity and expertise in Australian architecture
with the emphasis on improving quality of life and
the emerging investment in public and community
projects by provincial and municipal governments in
China. The exhibition culminated in events as part of
the Asia Pacific Architecture Festival.
The Swayn Centre at the National Museum of
Australia is a unique immersive digital platform
that responds to the ‘new normal’ of the COVID-19
pandemic, at a time when physical exhibitions,
gatherings and travel are restricted or not allowed.

Sincerest thanks to our remarkable Board of Directors
and Linda Daniels, whose tireless work and passion
for our mission have seen the Foundation grow from
strength to strength in a challenging year.
I would like to express our deep gratitude to our
partners, supporters, grantees and the architecture
and design community for your outstanding passion,
determination, and commitment to design advocacy
throughout this year.
The Alastair Swayn Foundation will continue to deliver
new research opportunities and design events to
you in future months as we remain committed to
promoting design excellence and knowledge sharing
within the Australian design community.
Susannah Britt
Foundation Manager

