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Appendix C: Seven Propositions to Re-Thinking Urban Density
An extraction of information from ‘Hope in High-Rise: An Exploration of Urban Density and Apartment Design’ by Hugo Chan, 2021.

The Seven Propositions have been developed to address seven existing problems with the perception of apartments today and challenge 
the status quo. These propositions are not an attempt to find the utopian solution to apartment living, but recognises that many of our existing 
problems, preconceptions and concerns can in fact, be addressed through a mindset shift using existing tools, policies and guides. Each of the 
Seven Propositions are shaped with a key intention, a short summary and occasionally further secondary principles to guide how we might 
start to re-contextualise, re-shape and ultimately re-think our approach to apartment living in cities to facilitate better approaches to urban 
density and apartment design. 
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To enable apartment typologies 
which go beyond the yield but 
considers the needs specific to 

a locality in order to help shape 
better places and communities.

To reframe the distorted  
mantra that Firmitas (Firmness) + 

Utilitas (Utility)  
= Venustas (Beauty),  

and recognise that the  
three operate together to deliver 

both beauty and diversity  
in our urban habitats.
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To shift the mindset of apartment 
housing from being purely  

an investment-oriented exercise 
into one where apartments  

are recognised equally as places 
to call home.

To reinforce the idea that  
sustainability in the age of  

climate change needs to go  
further than mitigation, but needs 
to deliver something more, taking 
into account the tripartite model 
of ecological, socio-cultural and  

economic terms.

To define the layered spatial 
demarcation between the home 
as a place of personal security, 

individual autonomy and privacy, 
the neighbourhood as a place of 
collective community and the city 

as the public sphere of society.

To provide flexibility beyond  
the ‘one-size fits all’ model and 

recognise that apartment  
housing can be for whole-of-life 

and whole-of use -  
an intergenerational experience 

which relies upon inevitable 
changes over time to suit different 

needs and abilities across  
different stages of our lives.

To reorientate how we develop 
housing in our cities so that we 
start with considering the needs 
of an individual who inhabits the 
apartment, and the layering of 
relationships which upscale into 

the scale of the city.
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