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Introduction 

There is a movement afoot. The Tiny House Movement. You may have heard of it. It emerged 

in response to a need that is grossly unmet by governments around the world – the need of 

people to have an affordable roof over their heads. Not just people of means, but all people. 

While this paper is written in Australia, by a Queensland Building Designer and may not 

apply to everyone everywhere, much of its content applies or is adaptable, wherever you are. 

There is a reasonable expectation that if one is born into a society where one is expected to 

work and pay taxes or contribute meaningfully where possible to that society, in exchange 

one’s basic needs should be met. Alas, more and more this is not the case. 

If you are born into the middle or upper class in a Western society and you play your cards 

right, there’s a fair chance of a good education followed by well-paid employment, enabling 

you to buy a home or at the very least, have support from the bank of Mum and Dad. 

If you fall into a lower socio-economic bracket, you cannot expect to fall back on such 

resources. If you work and save hard you may still make good, in Western society at least, but 

opportunities are fewer and farther between and chances of coming unstuck are much higher. 

Then there is a section of society for whom class is not the main factor in their being 

disadvantaged. If you live in a remote area, are disabled, are an ethnic minority, suffer from 

health issues or addiction, experience domestic violence or if you are a single parent, divorcee 

or widow with minimal superannuation or are otherwise disadvantaged, it is much harder to 

save money, or demonstrate capacity to repay and therefore obtain a loan.    

With the ever-increasing cost of housing not matched by a rise in wages, the possibility of 

homeownership of the kind our parents and grandparents may have taken for granted, is 

simply not within reach of the average person today. 

The complexities of housing economics will not be explored here in depth but warrants a 

mention.  In a nutshell, one can safely say the rising cost of houses can be directly attributed 

to the investment property market (among other things).  People were encouraged to take 

advantage of government tax incentives for buying investment properties and negative 

gearing them. As Scott Pape of Bare Foot Investor fame says, “… Negative Gearing is a socially 

acceptable way of saying “I'm losing money” (Pape).  This is because to make a gain by using 

negative gearing means large capital gains in excess of your loss. This is debt-fuelled 

speculation, which is both risky and, I think, unethical. 

Many people climbed the property ladder and made good money at the expense of housing 

affordability. Others’ gambles didn’t pay off, as many over-extended themselves, only to have 

the bottom fall out of the market.  When the Global Financial Crisis hit, many had to sell 

their properties at a loss and had to keep paying off bank debts on properties they no longer 

had. 
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This exposed the flaws in the scheme and banks were hauled over the coals for over-lending.  

Now in reaction, banks have become relatively conservative about lending, which is more 

responsible, but is like closing the gate after the horse has bolted.  Since the average house 

prices in the meantime have risen so much, it is nearly impossible for anyone on a low income 

to raise a deposit to purchase a home.  However, they can’t afford to rent anymore either 

because those who can afford to buy an investment property, paid so much that to cover their 

repayments they must charge rents that are beyond the means of low-income earners.  The 

trend in recent years of adding extensions to existing homes also led to a shortage of small, 

low budget houses on the market. 

Enter COVID-19.  The Government had a rare opportunity to address the housing shortage at 

the start of the pandemic.  Instead of throwing money at public housing, which could also 

have propped up the construction industry, they offered the $25,000 Home Build Grant for 

new homes or extensions valued over $150,000! In a looming economic crisis, they enabled 

people with $125,000 already at their disposal to have even bigger homes! (QLDGovernment) 

Why invest in middle-class welfare when public housing is so desperately needed? A handful 

of disadvantaged people benefited from the $25,000 for new builds as there was no minimum 

budget requirement, getting a boost to their tiny home budgets.  Very quickly, as often 

happens when governments offer subsidies, the frenzy led to material shortages.  Price 

gouging induced inflation which essentially negated the $25,000.  Builders were able to sign 

multiple contracts at the time and build later. Unfortunately, the cost of materials escalated 

so much, and materials became so scarce that many builders are now unable to complete 

their contracts on budget, or at all and some have gone broke.  So much for a scheme to prop 

up the construction industry.  But let’s not rest all the blame on the pandemic. It has just 

been the catalyst to highlight what was already a rapidly escalating issue.   

There is an increasing demand for small homes that needs to be met, but it is taking some 

people time to warm to the idea. Many councils are slow to catch on.  There are solutions, but 

they aren’t always easy to implement.  The escalating cost of land and infrastructure make it 

an unviable proposition for developers to build a small home on a large lot.  This is where 

secondary dwellings could provide a solution.  But more on that later.  
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Who Are These Tiny House People Anyway? 
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It is not just the have-nots who find tiny house living attractive.  The Tiny House Movement 

has opened a can of worms that has sent councils scrambling to know what to do with them.  

They are popping up all over the place because more and more people are seeking to 

downsize to be unencumbered by debt, high maintenance, and utility costs. They seek to free 

up their time and money, reduce their carbon footprints and simplify their lives in general.  

Others would just like to get off the rent round-about, and others still would just like a safe 

place to call theirs. 

The tiny house demographic is not necessarily who you think it is.   

● It is your grandparent who wants to do what most retirees do – downsize to reduce the 

number of things that need cleaning and maintaining and spend some of their hard-

earned super on a bit of Me-Time and go travelling while having a secure base to 

return to. 

● It is your teenager who is ready for independence but would rather save their pennies 

than go share-housing, knowing the rental market is dead money for them and is 

essentially paying off their landlords’ mortgage or funding their retirement.   
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● It is your parents, who have raised you and your siblings to become independent 

adults. They don’t need all that space anymore. They love their home, garden, and 

neighbourhood and all the memories they hold but don’t love all the maintenance.  

They would like to be near their children and future grandchildren for the obvious 

mutual benefits.  If they build an auxiliary dwelling out the back, you could raise your 

own family in the main house without being under each other’s feet. The way many 

cultures take care of their elders is admirable but increasingly Australians have grown 

accustomed to having their personal space. Many now recognize we have a little too 

much of it and living distant from family is leading to an epidemic of loneliness and 

struggling young families. 

● It is young couples with children who find they cannot afford to buy their own home 

without both parents working and having to pay strangers to raise their children for 

them.  This illogical scenario is subsidized by the government more than affordable 

housing is. 

● It is single Mums or Dads who have had to give up work to raise their kids and can no 

longer make ends meet. 

● It is victims of domestic violence who need a way to relocate quickly and affordably, 

often with kids, to a place that is safe and feels like a home, to reduce the trauma of 

what they have escaped and lost. 

● It is elderly people who are still quite mobile and independent, but who have nobody 

for company.  Retirement villages and nursing homes are not for them, and they 

recognise that they would deteriorate quickly if they were to go to one.  They just want 

to be somewhere they know a neighbour, can have a chat, borrow some eggs and call 

on them if they need an extra pair of hands, but they want their privacy too. 

● It is disabled people who seek to live as independently as possible, either on their 

family property or at least in a community able to be visited and assisted by carers as 

needed. 

● It is divorcees who have had to sell and divide the proceeds of their combined assets, 

leaving them with only half enough money to replace what they each lost.  Often the 

parent who stayed home to look after the children has little or no savings, paid work 

experience or superannuation. This makes getting a loan challenging. 

● It is people with physical or mental health issues who may have been high-functioning 

members of society who for various reasons suddenly find themselves disconnected 

and unable to cope in ‘normal’ society.  Share-housing could lead to conflict, only 

adding to their distress and emphasising their sense of isolation and powerlessness. 

● There are the many and varied other people who for whatever reason don’t fit with 

social norms, don’t share well but otherwise can look after themselves and keep house. 

 

Many feel that through the Tiny House Movement, they have an opportunity to turn their 

lives around and are willing to give it a go.  They just need the powers that be to give it a 

chance. 
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Is Small the Next Big Thing? 

“Our parents could buy a home on one income, our generation can do it with two incomes, our 

kids’ generation will need two people working two jobs working for 500 years to buy a home.  

How is this going to end?” Colin Leeson - tiny house owner-builder 

Firstly, the notion that tiny houses are a new fad is laughable when for centuries human 

beings lived in small but adequate homes, cabins or huts and did not go extinct.  Rather, they 

thrived and multiplied - it must have been all that cosiness.  On the contrary, the fad has 

been the McMansion proliferation of the post-WW2 generations who have been sold the idea 

that bigger is better, including bigger debt.  If you believe that, I have some swamp land to 

sell you.   

Once we have built the McMansion, we are marketed all the stuff that we ‘need’ to fill up all 

that extra space and told that if we keep on spending more on our home, we will make a big 

profit when we retire, which we will need because we just blew the best years of our lives 

working off an enormous storage facility.  My mother always says “The trouble these days is 

that young people want everything new, all at once.”  My parents started off with something 

the size and quality of a double garage, gradually adding as needed, and didn’t owe anything.  

This philosophy is coming back into vogue. 

To paraphrase Kate Mills, CEO of Property Industry Foundation, speaking on The Drum in 

2021 about the housing crisis, “We need to stop thinking of housing as an investment, but as a 

necessity.” (Mills) 

According to the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare Housing Affordability snapshot 

 “In 2017–18, 11.5% of households spent 30% to 50% of gross income on housing costs with 

another 5.5% spending 50% or more (ABS 2019). These proportions have increased from 9.2% 

and 4.6%.” (A. I. AIHW) 

While the statistics aren’t out on how the COVID-19 pandemic has affected these figures, it is 

well known that many Australians found themselves out of work, temporarily laid off or had 

their hours reduced.  At the same time, there has been a large increase in property values in 

many places in Australia, leading many landlords to not renew leases, either because the 

landlords themselves have found themselves unable to afford where they live and needed to 

move back into their own house, or due to the temptation to cash in on the value increase.   

I personally know people in such situations. In one case their lease was not renewed because 

the landlord wanted to increase the rent substantially, to the point where it was unaffordable 

for them to stay.  Another family I know rent a home and recently signed a further two-year 

lease.  The landlord wants to help them and hopes to sell the home tenanted but so far, all the 

offers are conditional on getting the tenants out.  Thank goodness for the lease, but in two 

years’ time they may find themselves homeless.  
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From NIMBY to YIMBY 

Given the diversity of the above list, and the fact that WE ALL know someone in at least one 

of those situations, you would think it’s a no-brainer to put as many tiny homes and 

secondary dwellings in backyards as possible.  We have a situation where many people such 

as empty nesters are knocking about in huge homes on blocks with a lot of under-utilized 

yard space that is difficult for them to maintain.  We have another group of people who can’t 

afford their own land or a large home, but they could afford to build a tiny home, if only they 

could find somewhere to park it or build it.   

The two would appear to be compatible, but many local council planning schemes are not 

zoned for such arrangements to be allowed.  Also, some members of the public hold fears that 

allowing what they perceive as itinerants to live in relocatable homes in their suburbs would 

somehow lower property values and bring ‘undesirables’ into their neighbourhoods.  The 

fears range from unfounded to completely irrational and are not substantiated by significant 

evidence. 

NIMBYism (Not-In-My-Back-Yard-ism) is alive and well. It seems the haves don’t want to mix 

with the have-nots. Class distinction did not remain in England when the First Fleet set sail.  

Whether we like it or not, we all need and depend on each other.  If we don’t integrate, the 

class divide and misconceptions will continue to increase. The disadvantaged will have even 

less and become even more disconnected.  

This is a scenario that can lead to social discontent, which can lead to civil disobedience.   

This induces some disadvantaged people who find their needs unmet, to adopt an act first 

and apologise later approach.  If councils don’t adjust their policies to meet the needs of all 

their constituents, even increasingly popular proposals for small footprint homes may not 

comply with town planning schemes.  Many then may feel they have no choice but to go 

ahead and build anyway, under the radar.     

Some residents don’t like to see other people ‘getting away with something’, and complain, 

usually directly to the council. Councils must act on complaints, which leads to unnecessary 

neighbourly discord. Given that the alternative is homelessness, the disadvantaged will 

understandably stand their ground.  Then you have the hostile situation the NIMBYs were 

afraid of, becoming a self-fulfilling prophecy. It takes two to have an argument and it requires 

open-mindedness, empathy and tolerance on both sides to avoid this situation.  
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If people were more open to a diverse demographic in their neighbourhood, they might be 

reminded of the benefits of a small self-reliant community, one where they shop locally and 

the tradespeople and labourers they hire are the parents of their kids’ schoolmates.  They may 

discover they have more in common than they imagined.  That is a desire for a safe space to 

shelter themselves and their families and the security to know it won’t be taken from them.   

Given that the alternative to tiny houses in the neighbourhood is homelessness in the 

neighbourhood, the NIMBYs ought to consider whether it is better to have people housed 

than living in cars or sleeping rough. 

The majority of tiny house dwellers have no desire to cause neighbourhood problems, rather 

these often cute dwellings may actually increase property values.  Further, by providing 

accommodation solutions that are more flexible they provide future-proofing for owners.  

Maybe it’s time for those against this movement to reconsider their stance and opt to be a 

YIMBY (Yes, In My Backyard) instead. 

 

 

Tiny B&B - Photo by Jo Dickson 
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To Settle or to Roam… That is the Question 

In an ideal world where houses of any size and shape are welcome in your area, there are still 

personal decisions to make about your goals. You may be ready to put down roots for the long 

haul, establish a fruit and veggie garden, have chooks and kick back in retirement.   

You may have wanderlust, no matter what your age, and want to explore the world, but want 

to take your home with you, turtle-style, and a caravan or RV just don’t quite meet your 

homely needs.  Or you may just want a tiny place to return to when you get homesick.   

Many people feel that renting and paying off someone else’s mortgage is dead money. 

Investing in a large home that requires a full-time work commitment, sometimes of the 

double income variety, is also not an ideal option. 

Many people are realizing that dedicating the best part of three decades to paying off a 

mortgage and having to trust that the bottom won’t fall out of the market, or the love out of 

your relationship, is not a secure way to live. 

So, what are your options?  First, let’s establish what it is you want.  It sounds a simple 

enough question, but it is loaded to the hilt with varying implications depending on your 

response. 

If you own land and don’t want to relocate, you are probably best to build on foundations, in 

which case you need to comply with the National Construction Code (see P11 for details). 

If you don’t own land, haven’t decided where you want to settle and have an option to park 

up your small home on someone else’s land, then a shipping container home or relocatable 

prefab home on skids might be your best bet.  There is no point forking out the best part of 

$10,000 on a trailer when a few hundred dollars to hire a semi-trailer to deliver it would do. 

If it’s important to you that your home be transportable because the nomadic life is for you, 

however you want something more spacious or house-like than a caravan or RV, then a tiny 

house on wheels (THOW) may be for you.  Just make sure it complies with the Australian 

Design Rules (ADR – see P11 for details) for mobile homes.  Bon Voyage! 
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Definitions 

As the focus of this paper is to take the reader through navigating the design and certification 

process of small-footprint, permanent and relocatable dwellings, let’s start with what those 

terms mean.  While definitions may vary depending on who writes them, they are generally 

similar.  Here are some examples. 

Dwelling (Code): “A Class 1 A building is a single dwelling being a detached house, or one or 

more attached dwellings, each being a building, separated by a fire-resisting wall, including a 

row house, terrace house, town house or villa unit.” (Building Code of Australia Classes of Building) 

(BCA) 

Dwelling House (Planning): “A residential use of premises for one household that contains 

a single dwelling. The use includes out-buildings and works normally associated with a 

dwelling house and may include a secondary dwelling.” (SunshineCoastPlanningScheme2014)  

Tiny House: “Tiny houses are moveable dwellings up to 50 m², that are suitable for 

residential use. Tiny houses can be largely grouped into 3 categories: on wheels, on skids 

or shipping containers.” (Australian Tiny House Association) (ATHA) 

Small-Footprint:  Refers to how metaphorically lightly we can tread for the least ecological 

impact of human activities on earth.  A small footprint home has the smallest liveable floor 

area using materials and resources with the least negative ecological impact. 

Permanent:  Generally, this means fixed to foundations in the ground, not intended for 

relocation. 

Transportable/relocatable house 

A type of separate house specifically designed to be readily transportable or relocatable to 

another site. This sub-class includes caravans intended for long term residency where fixed 

on site. Short term caravan accommodation is excluded. (Australian Bureau of Statistics) (ABS, 

Functional Classification of Buildings) 

 

‘Hawken’ - Photo supplied by Latemore Design  
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The Relocatable or Tiny House on Wheels Option 

This option has been the foundation of the Tiny House on Wheels (THOW) movement.  It 

was born out of necessity in the USA, where the housing affordability crisis has led to 

increasing homelessness.  Australia is fast following suit. The pandemic led to mass job losses 

and induced housing market inflation.  While some of that has self-corrected, there are still 

large sectors in trouble such as tourism, hospitality and the arts.  The alarming sense of 

insecurity the pandemic brought made many people rethink their housing priorities. 

When people are struggling to pay rent or buy a property, many people find the idea of a 

THOW an appealing solution.  As the name suggests, they are inherently relocatable, so don’t 

require land ownership, only a parking spot.  Finding that parking spot without upsetting 

neighbours and councils has been the challenge of the THOW movement. It is therefore very 

important to get on with both.  Depending on your needs, that parking spot could be on rural 

land or in someone’s backyard, but zoning rules can trip people up.   

Since many tiny homes on wheels are not designed to the National Construction Code (NCC), 

but rather the Australian Design Rules (ADRs) they are not able to gain building approval.   

According to the NCC website: “The national construction code is Australia’s primary set of 

technical design and construction provisions for buildings. As a performance-based code, it sets 
the minimum required level for the safety, health, amenity, accessibility and sustainability of 
certain buildings.” (NCC) 

According to the ADR website:  “The Australian Design Rules are national standards for vehicle 

safety, anti-theft and emissions. The ADRs are generally performance based and cover issues 

such as occupant protection, structures, lighting, noise, engine exhaust emissions, braking and 

a range of miscellaneous items.” (ADR) 

The ADRs apply to mobile homes and restrict the maximum dimensions and weight of a 

vehicle loads.   Since councils treat THOW as caravans which are usually not allowed to be 

used as a permanent dwelling outside of zoned caravan parks, it is difficult gaining approval 

to live in a THOW on a residential block.  However, some have had success.  Architect Lara 

Noble was the first to do so in Brisbane, but it took significant time and effort to convince the 

council.  While more and more councils are coming on board, if you don’t specifically need a 

relocatable home, I believe there are more straightforward options. 

A word of warning.  Beware Bargains!  Someone who bought a cheap, prefabricated 

relocatable cabin with slide out rooms wanted me to draw plans for his Building Application. 

I simply could not put my name to it. I had no idea if the materials or structure met 

Australian Standards or NCC, it had no engineered plans or Form 15 (Compliance Certificate 

for Building Design or Specification). The company he bought it from was “uncontactable”.   

Always check that the architect, building designer, engineer and builder etc. are currently 

licensed to perform the work they do, are solvent and that they have a good track record.   
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The Fixed Dwelling Option 

 

“There are few to no impediments to design and build a ‘dwelling house’/Class 1a 

building of any size, provided it meets all relevant planning and building 

requirements.  Most tiny houses on wheels (THOWs) would meet these 

requirements if they were designed to be, and they were, built on foundations.” 

(Holz) 

The Queensland Building Act 1975 once stipulated an arbitrary minimum size requirement for 

enclosed habitable space of 60m² for a fixed dwelling (excluding decks, carports and garages. 

Although that stipulation was removed sometime in the 1990’s, some councils persist with 

lower floor area limits, and it is not unusual for housing developments to have large 

minimum floor area covenants. I have heard of one requiring a minimum of 200m². 

According to the Australian Bureau of Statistics “The largest average floor area of new houses 

in 2018-19 was observed in the Australian Capital Territory at 253.8m², whilst the smallest 

average floor area was observed in Tasmania at 181.5m².” (ABS) 

In this age of the McMansion, 60m² may seem terribly small to some.  However, if all you 

really need is a bedroom, bathroom and open plan lounge-dining-kitchen area, 60m² is plenty, 

maybe even excessive, especially in warm climates where most people spend a good part of 

their time on their decks.  Some people could easily manage in a space one-third the size.  In 

fact, many who live in apartments and caravan parks already do.  So, what is the difference 

when you want to put it on a residential piece of land?  Perceived property value is one, cost 

of infrastructure another.  Undervaluing of outdoor living and garden space is a big one.   

Fortunately, some councils have done away with floor area minimums. Others have made 

some conditions to building smaller.  The Redland City Council (at time of writing) for 

example requires that if you want to build smaller than 60m² on the Southern Moreton Bay 

Islands, “…an application must be referred to Council (as a concurrence agency) for an Amenity 

and Aesthetics assessment, together with the relevant fee being paid to Council, prior to any 

building work decision notice being determined by the Private or Council Certifier. 

This includes the following items that Council considers may have an extremely adverse effect 

on the amenity, or likely amenity of a locality, or may be in extreme conflict with the character 

of a locality: 

• Shipping containers and railway carriages that may be used for Class 10a purposes. 

• Single detached Class 1a and 10a buildings that have been removed from other site/property 

and then transported and reconstructed onto premises within the Redland City. 

• Single detached Class 1a buildings with a total area less than 60m² (excluding garage/carport 

and verandas) on the Southern Moreton Bay Islands.” (R. C. RCC) 
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Further to this, their web page Building a House on the Southern Moreton Bay Islands says 

“Note: The amenity and aesthetics referral is not required if planning approval is required. If a 

planning approval is required for your proposal, the amenity and aesthetics matters will be 

included within the planning assessment process.” (RCC) 

So, I called the Council and asked under what circumstances any of those things would not 

require planning approval. I used my own vacant block as a case study, saying I wanted to put 

a container on there as an auxiliary dwelling, to live in while I build the main house. I was 

asked a series of questions and based on my answers, the Character Residential zoning and 

lack of triggering overlays on my block, it turns out I would need neither planning approval 

nor aesthetics and amenity (A&A) application for a Class 1A dwelling house proposal 

including a shipping container, so long as it is permanently fixed to foundations and intended 

to live in permanently.  From what I could gather, a THOW would require the A&A because it 

is relocatable, unless it too was permanently fixed to foundations and intended to live in 

permanently.  What would trigger an A&A application is if the overall proposed dwelling 

house is less than 60 m².   

Having said that, even if you can avoid town planning, you will still be required to get 

building and plumbing approvals, in which case, to my understanding, even if the structures 

are fixed, if they don’t comply with the NCC, a certifier or plumbing inspector may not be 

able to sign off on your container or THOW.  If you own the land, it is more straightforward 

to just build a house on foundations.  If you don’t own the land, as things currently stand, a 

THOW will always be treated as a caravan, and it’s down to convincing your council to 

change its policy on permanent occupancy of a caravan.  The variables here include the 

zoning of the land and compliance with things like NCC and setbacks as per the Queensland 

Development Code (QDC).   

In short, every proposal must be treated in a case-by-case manner.  So don’t just take the 

word of some stranger on Facebook.  Don’t even bother asking someone who has done it 

themselves, if it was not done in accordance with your council’s latest planning scheme, and 

unless their property has exactly the same zoning and overlays as yours.  You need to get the 

latest rules straight from the horse’s mouth.  You can do that in person or you can get a 

Building Designer or Architect who has experience with your council and ideally small 

houses, to act on your behalf.   

This is an organic movement and the goalposts keep moving.  What may have been the case 

last year, could have changed since a new planning scheme has been implemented.  If you are 

dealing with the most Jurassic of councils, you need to decide if you have the stamina for a 

long-winded debate that may or may not result in positive change.  

*I have attached a copy of the letter the officer sent me after our brief discussion in the 

Appendices.  I was amazed by how quick and easy it was to get my answers.  But I know how 

to ask the questions these days.  Still, the times they are a changing.  
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The Case for Flying Under the Radar 

Ideally, I am sure we would all prefer to do the ‘right thing’.  The trouble is, that is often 

subjective, and the one-size-fits-all nature of society does not allow for much individuality. 

There is an abundance of round holes in bureaucracy into which our tiny boxes will not fit. 

According to the Australian Bureau of Statistics, there has been a steady rise in homelessness 

from 2006 to 2016 (ABS). At the start of the COVID-19 pandemic many homeless people were 

given emergency hotel accommodation.  The temporary increase in social security payments 

reportedly led to a drop in homelessness rates but since those payments have stopped and the 

hotel accommodation has ceased it will be interesting to see he latest data from the 2021 

census when it is released. 

According to the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare “(Specialist Homelessness Services 

(SHS) agencies supported more than 1.4 million Australians between 2011–12 and 2020–21 

(AIHW 2021a). In 2020–21, almost 278,300 clients were assisted, equating to a rate of 108.3 

clients per 10,000 population, or 1.1% of the Australian population. Most clients (57% or 144,500 

clients) were at risk of homelessness when first presenting to SHS in 2020–21. Another 111,100 

clients (43%) were experiencing homelessness. (Housing status at the start of support was 

unknown for around 22,700 SHS clients.) (AIHW)”  

These days you don’t necessarily have to be particularly disadvantaged to find yourself 

homeless.    People who may once have been comfortably off until something such as divorce, 

loss of employment, accident, trauma, health issues, market crash or being under-insured can 

can lose everything.  Now the ‘average person’ knows what it’s like to suddenly become 

dependent on social security and discover how inadequate that support is.  Society has failed 

many people who are now far from financially and socially secure and facing homelessness.   

If your only alternative to homelessness is living in a mobile home or building something 

unapproved or not-quite-code-compliant, under such circumstances, you can scarcely blame 

people for taking their chances. 

When your budget is so tight that you must choose between paying council and consultant 

fees or buying building materials, and you have children to feed… what would you do? 
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There are other situations less dire, but no less complicated to resolve.  I spoke to a tiny house 

owner-builder who rents a spot on a friend’s land for his very high end THOW.  

I asked him if the landlord had approval for his building.  He said “What approval could the 

landlord get when it’s a temporary relocatable dwelling on wheels that he doesn’t own? It would 

have to be fixed to foundations to be eligible for building approval, but then ownership is 

assumed to be the landholder’s.”   

This is a situation where there is no acceptable solution.  There are just outmoded, ill-

conceived rules that limit, by dubious reasoning, the length and frequency of time spent 

staying in a mobile home, despite people being quite capable of living long term in a mobile 

home in a caravan park.  

 

 

 

THOW - Photo supplied by owner 
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The Case for Compliance 

When you don’t have building approval you risk being fined by the council, being ordered to 

move, being uninsurable or worse, your home may not be built to a standard that will keep 

you safe from fire, cyclones or structural failure, putting your family’s lives at risk.  We in the 

First World have come to take for granted that our homes should not slide down the hill, 

blow away or collapse during severe weather events.  In Australia homes are built to the strict 

standards – Australian Standards for products, National Construction Code for fixed buildings 

and Australian Design Rules for mobile homes.  Complying to all these standards comes at a 

price and the price for many is unaffordable.  But the price of not complying can be higher.   

THOW and fixed foundation dwellings are highly incompatible when it comes to codes.  Here 

are a few simple examples of why never the twain shall meet.    

• The NCC requires a Class 1 dwelling to have five plumbing fixtures – toilet,

shower/bath, kitchen sink, hand basin and laundry tub.  That sounds excessive in a

tiny space to some.  But people get pretty uptight about hygiene in Australia so it

makes sense that you don’t wash your dishes in the same sink that you bathe or wash

laundry in.  However, some certifiers will allow a combined handbasin/tub, so long as

it has a 50mm waste to take the high volume of water a washing machine pumps out.

• Another example is staircases.  The NCC has a specific and limited range of

tread widths and depths and riser heights calculated for their safe navigation, since

stair falls account for 7% of all fall injuries and Falls are Australia’s largest contributor

to hospitalised injuries and a leading cause of injury deaths. In a tiny house and NCC

compliant staircase would take up a large proportion of your space, typically 0.9m

wide x 3m long in a 2.4m ceiling home.  It’s just not practical in such a confined space.

• The NCC also requires wet areas to have a minimum head clearance of 2.1m and

bedrooms a minimum of 2.4m, even though we spend more time lying down in there.

In a tiny house on wheels, it very often makes sense to have a loft bedroom to free up

space where you are likely to spend daylight hours.  But the code that governs mobile

homes, the ADR, has limits to the height a mobile home can be for obvious reasons –

4.3m to be precise.  You don’t need particularly good maths to work out that you can’t

have both enough standing room downstairs and upstairs and still comply with the

NCC.  Yet you can buy a loft bunk bed from Ikea and put it in your NCC compliant

house, and climb a ladder to your bed, despite the cramped space.  Furniture ignores

ceiling height rules.
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“The 2.4m rule is more about light and ventilation than comfortable height.  It is a basic 

assumption of the rule-makers over decades that 2.4m is sufficient to provide enough 

bounced light and air movement, which has been proved in action.  There is an allowance 

in the BCA for ‘borrowed’ light and ventilation to inner rooms, so the idea of a loft bed 

can have some basis in the rules.” (Latemore) 

Council officers and private certifiers have boxes to tick, and tiny homes that are built for the 

road, or mobile homes that are built for foundations are really confusing for them.  They 

don’t fit in the usual boxes.  There are no standards and few precedents to reassure them.  But 

there needs to be, even if it is just to do away with caravan occupancy limits.  In the 

meantime, however, the law requires us to follow the rules. If we don’t and something goes 

horribly wrong, somebody’s head is going to roll. It could be yours, your designer’s, your 

engineer’s, your builder’s, your certifier’s or all of you.  It’s unreasonable to expect them to 

bend the rules for your convenience.  

While many people feel Australia is over-regulated, there is often more to it than we have 

considered.  Most such rules are there to protect us from the things we fail to anticipate. The 

price to pay for being fortunate enough to be born in a First World country, is that it’s 

difficult to marry our expectations of safety and freedom.  

  Approved THOW on foundations in Maleny - Photos by Jo Dickson 
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Advocacy and Civil Disobedience 

It is at this point I would like to remind people that councils are supposed to be there to serve 

their citizens and provide for their community needs with the money paid to them through 

rates, or indirectly through rent and council fees.  Not just the citizens with money, but all of 

them.  Regardless of who owns the properties, the actual residents are the lifeblood of the 

community – they work there, spend money there, raise and educate their children who will 

grow up to do the same there, and grow old there.  Importantly, they vote there.  Is it not in 

the councils’ best interest to provide for and serve their people well, to improve the 

community for all? 

It is certainly worth trying to play by the rules, but if you find nothing but barriers, people 

power has from time to time affected positive change.   

Martin Luther King Junior said “…one has a moral responsibility to disobey unjust laws.” 

(Langdon) There are many in the Tiny House Movement who argue that if our governing 

bodies are not providing for the basic needs of their constituents, resulting in homelessness, 

then they are not doing their jobs…. and if they are not doing their jobs, then why should we 

abide by their rules? I was at a tiny house festival recently at which I heard a guest speaker 

suggest that people should not ask, but do it first then ask forgiveness.  I have heard this 

argument often.  It is an act of desperation taken by increasing numbers of people, proving 

that the needs of a quite large segment of society have no set of rules to which their preferred 

lifestyle conforms.   

I am not advocating that people should flagrantly flout the law and do whatever they please 

with no regard for neighbours or safety.  An anarchic world is not particularly pleasant a 

prospect either.  We who are lucky enough to have grown up in this First World country may 

easily forget (or even be completely unaware of) what it is like to live in a Third World 

country.  

Tiny B&B - Photo by Jo Dickson



PAGE 19 

 I lived in Brazil for a year.  I saw corruption, hyperinflation, homelessness, disease, poverty, 

slums, pollution, violent crime and acts of desperation that were hard to absorb for someone 

from my privileged background.  But I also saw something Australia lacks.  Seemingly ironic 

amounts of optimism and joy, resilience, innovation, self-sufficiency, community spirit, 

family closeness, human warmth and compassion, simple pleasures and lack of excess. Even 

Brazil’s Favellas, which nobody would tolerate in Australia, are a needs-based solution which 

serves the purpose of housing people who have no alternative.  Desperate times call for 

desperate measures. 

Most of us in Australia thankfully could not say we are that desperate, although some can.  

We still have avenues of redress.  So, if after doing your best to comply with your local codes 

and zoning, you still have no joy, you may decide you have enough energy to take it further.  

A good place to start is by writing a letter to your local mayor and state member for 

parliament.  It’s not enough to complain to your local town planner.  They can pass on a 

message but in politics, votes talk.  You can write to explain, for example, how much your 

family loves living in your town, but that conventional housing has become unsustainable.  

You may point out that while you could afford to rent or buy what is available, you don’t want 

to.  You and your family have different priorities.  You may want to reduce your housing 

expenses to free up your time and money to spend on things that really matter to you, like 

more family time, shopping at local businesses and dining out at local restaurants to support 

your own community.  You want to reduce your environmental footprint and set a good 

example for your kids.  You can’t do that in the kinds of large houses currently available. This 

(insert your proposal here) is what you propose instead, here are the precedents and this is 

how it can be of benefit to the neighbourhood. You could include a photographic 

presentation of similar case studies to demonstrate the many precedents now happening 

around the world.  You want to encourage them to be ahead of the game and get a reputation 

for being leaders not followers in a movement as popular as this. 

Favella, Rio de Janeiro
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Auxiliary Dwellings and Multi Residential Possibilities 

Another option is to add an auxiliary dwelling to an existing dwelling, but this currently is 

restricted to occupancy by relatives in many places. 

My colleague, building designer Peter Latemore has taken a particular interest in this 

conundrum and believes secondary dwellings could be the solution.  He said that “currently, a 

residential property owns all structures on it, regardless of who paid for the building. You can’t 

have strata or group title on a residential property to enable secondary dwellings owned by 

someone other than the landowner. 

But perhaps you could on a multi-res zoned property, modelled on a caravan park idea, where 

the land is rented by multiple occupants who own their buildings but not the land.”  He 

suggested it would be worth getting a property lawyers’ opinion.   

He also said that “some councils are allowing resorts whereby the whole fifty dwellings are 

supposedly relocatable and on concrete pads, providing both foundations and tie-down, even in 

cyclonic zones. He knows of one in Rockhampton where an individual has a 90m²  house plus a 

garage on slab. 

Although not strictly related to tiny homes, the idea of a corporation of owners could enable 

several owners of one site.  When one wants to move on, either it can all be sold, or another 

person buys their corporation share.  This could even work on the main house with a secondary 

dwelling type property (Latemore).” 

Architect Ahtee Chia has a similar idea. He first caught my attention when I read about his 

straw bale home and I had the pleasure of seeing him speak at the Tiny Home Show in 

Cleveland in October 2021. He posed the idea of a shared property trust leasehold scheme 

that was very interesting once you could get your head around doing away with the need to 

‘own’ land. He says “Government pays lip service to (housing issues) but does little to solve the 

problem. We have to take matters into our own hands to solve the problem.”  (Chia) 

Chia spoke of his experience that so long as you share a laundry, you can have several 
separate otherwise self-contained ‘bedrooms’ on one property in a single dwelling unit. 
Essentially a pavilion arrangement. But this is one of those things that can differ from place to 
place. Brisbane City Council expects a secondary dwelling to be fully self-contained.  
 
Latemore has found this idea of multiple pavilions is considered multi-residential and not 
allowed in low density residential areas. 
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‘Thatcher’ - Photo supplied by Latemore Design 

Town Planner Dr Malcolm Holz used the pavilion concept to get his collection of small 

footprint dwellings approved. He said he since learned that in some states, the design/siting 

of an ‘expanded’ house is regulated through the planning scheme. Controls include maximum 

separation of parts of the house and limitations on number of kitchens for example. 

“Another definition to look out for in Queensland is ‘Rooming accommodation’, as most 

local governments would argue that a pavilion house occupied by more than 5 unrelated 

people is ‘Rooming accommodation’, and not a ‘Dwelling house’.  I believe the way we can 

get around this is by residents of the dwelling house signing a ‘household agreement’ 

referencing the definition of ‘household’ in the Queensland Planning Regulation 2017.” 

(Holz)   

In his article “The Writer’s Hut” in Owner Builder Magazine Issue 222 June-August 2021 

Winter – 40th year issue, Dr Holz wrote: 

“The Royal Commission into Aged Care Quality and Safety concluded in late 2020 that ‘big 

boxes’ are out, and smaller homes are in; in short, aged care providers will be expected to move 

to smaller-scale housing models integrated within the local community within four years – i.e., 

‘aging in place’. 

My independent research has also revealed a mega trend/desire towards smaller-scale 
community-based living arrangements, where residents have security in tenure of their own 
room/pavilion, a right in community management, and a choice in community engagement – 
i.e., having/owning shares in a pavilion-style ‘share’ house (Holz, The Writer's Hut).” 
 
With so many slightly conflicting experiences cited, approval conditions still seem variable 
and somewhat open to interpretation. Interpreting words is what lawyers make their livings 
on, so if you want to go this path, it may be a case of finding the best town planning 
wordsmith money can buy and going boldly forth.  
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The Path is Smooth, Why Throw Rocks in Your Way? 

OK, maybe that’s a stretch, but pessimism will get us nowhere, so ‘nuff about the problems, 

let’s get to the solutions. 

I am not a fan of confrontation. I don’t recommend representing yourself with the council 

unless you have a calm self-controlled attitude and are fully versed in their planning scheme 

and the national construction code or at least open to learning about it. 

Even if you are well informed, being personally affected by the outcome can allow your 

emotions to get in the way of good communication.  

For the same reason, I don’t recommend flying under the radar because you are just putting 

off the inevitable confrontation until a later point, at which you have invested a whole lot 

more and so have a whole lot more at stake. Living with that insecurity hanging over you can 

be stressful.  

I understand not everyone has the stamina for negotiating. Building a home is HARD. It’s 

hard even when you have enough money, time, human and material resources. It’s much 

harder when you don’t.  

Many people completely avoid approaching their council for advice and instead seek it from 

random strangers in Facebook tiny houses and off-grid living groups, or YouTube videos. I 

have seen many people confidently dishing out advice that is patently incorrect at best, and 

potentially deadly at worst. Of course, there is no one right way to do things, and there are a 

whole lot of unproductive, costly and/or dangerously ‘wrong’ ways. 

Councils aren’t usually the problem. They have a job to do and rules to abide by, and legalities 

holding them to account just as architects, building designers, builders, engineers, certifiers, 

energy and BAL raters do. We can be very thankful there are rules to protect us from 

ourselves.  
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I need help! Where can I get it? 

  

Do you know who, of all the people you could ask advice from, is the most likely to have most 

of the answers to your questions? Building designers and architects. Designing a house is not 

just a matter of simply drawing a floor plan, elevations, and section of a house with some 

measurements. Designers deal with all the consultants you are likely to need while building 

including surveyors, soil testers, drainage consultants, town planners, BAL assessors, 

certifiers, engineers, energy raters, builders, plumbers, waterproofer, tilers and material 

suppliers.  They are familiar with their local town planning scheme, and they know how to 

work it to their advantage. They know the staff at the council and with any luck, they have 

already established a good working relationship with them. They are familiar with Australian 

Standards, Zoning, and the National Construction Code, and, if they don’t know, they know 

where to find out.  Not to mention the money and time they could save you by preventing 

you from following false leads.  

If you decide to advocate for yourself, go in with a positive attitude, not an adversarial one.  

Look for ways to help them interpret the planning scheme to include your proposal. Be open 

to compromising, meeting them in the middle, so you both feel like winners. Most 

importantly do your research. Go in there already armed with solutions to their “What 

about…?” questions. Get inventive. The English language is organic, nuanced, and wide open 

to interpretation.  Planning schemes are no exception. You wouldn’t be the first person in 

history to use a government's words against them to exploit a loophole. Get your needle out 

and start weaving your argument in a way they can’t unravel.  

If you get stuck just remember your designer does this all day every day, so it may well be 

worth investing in their years of experience. There is no panacea when it comes to getting a 

small home approved, because of the endless variables of codes and zoning from council to 

council, but if anyone can figure out a way, it is probably them. Good luck and keep looking 

forward! 
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A Methodical Approach 

*While each home and each site is unique, there are some steps common to most building projects.  As a 

building designer in the Redland City Council area, the following is an example of a common order of events in 

gaining building approval for small homes here.  I understand each region has its unique planning scheme and 

zoning requirements, and I am not familiar with other regional development codes, so always obtain advice 

from local experts. 

Some steps can be interchangeable so don’t worry if you do some things out of order, but your building designer 

or architect will usually have their preferred method.  I would never suggest you take this advice over that of a 

locally based building designer, architect or town planner, but it may give some relief to the incessant questions 

swirling in the minds of people starting out on their first home building journey. 

1. TOWN PLANNING:  Consult your local town planning department for advice on zoning, to see if 

the use you propose for a site is allowed.  I have found going in person very helpful.  It is a good 

idea to do this before purchasing a block of land. 

 

2. OVERLAYS:  Check (or ask your council to check) the overlays specific to the site to see if there 

are any restrictions or special conditions pertaining to the site, such as Bushfire Hazard Overlay, 

Conservation Overlay, Waterways and Wetlands Overlay, Flood Prone or Tidal Inundation Overlay 

and Landslide Hazard Overlay, to name a few.  These are not necessarily deal-breakers but will 

require professional advice on how to work around these constraints, if possible. It is important to 

check these before purchasing a block of land, or you could find that what you have in mind is not 

possible on that site. 

 
3. FEES:  Obtain the Council’s fee schedule and ask them to highlight the fees you will likely be 

required to pay for your proposed development.  
 

4. BUILDING DESIGNER OR ARCHITECT:  If you want to get the right advice from the outset, and if 
you want someone else to handle your consultants and applications, the sooner you engage a 
building designer or architect the better.  (Let’s say BD/A from now on) Ensure they are currently 
appropriately licensed to work in your state.  In Queensland you can check this on the Queensland 
Building Construction Commission (QBCC) website.  You can also see if they have a history of 
disputes.  The same goes for builders and plumbers.  Usually you make first contact by phone or 
email, book a paid consultation to discuss the design brief, then if both parties are happy to 
proceed, you sign an agreement and pay them a deposit to begin preliminary research.   

 
5. SOIL TESTS:  On the Southern Moreton Bay Islands (SMBI) we don’t have sewerage, so we have a 

compulsory onsite waste-water treatment requirement. Many rural properties are in the same 

position. Therefore, before designing can start, you need a Soil Percolation test and Site 

Classification soil test. 

 

6. DRAINAGE DESIGN:  Pertaining to SMBI and anywhere else without sewerage to site, the results 

of the Soil Percolation test need to be sent to a drainage designer to determine the area of land 

required for the dispersal of treated wastewater, depending on how many bedrooms can fit on the 

remaining land.  A soil tester can give an indication of this area, or the agent for whichever 

treatment plant you plan on buying.  Note that the area this person allocates is based on the type 

of soil you have and is fixed, but the positioning is somewhat flexible and can be relocated (with 

limitations) by your BD/A in order to accommodate the building design, subject to certain 

setbacks. 
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7. SITE SURVEY:  It is difficult to start designing without this so don’t put it off.  While contours can 

be obtained from some councils, accurate boundary lengths and coordinates and positioning of 

significant site features are essential for designing.  Don’t do what someone I know did – they built 

their home partially on their neighbour’s property by mistake.  The neighbour refused to sell them 

the small piece of land encroached on, but instead used it as leverage to ensure they remained 

“good neighbours”!  Or in another example someone built a railway viewing platform over a 

neighbour’s boundary and the neighbour asked an extortionate sum to buy the piece of land.  In 

this case the person dismantled their railway platform and relocated it.   

 

8. BAL RATING:  If your site has a Bushfire Hazard Overlay, it can require a Bushfire Attack Level 

Assessment by a Building Certifier.  Sometimes, if the overlay is only on part of your site, as long 

as no structure is built in the overlay area, you won’t need an assessment, but do confirm this with 

your Building Certifier. If the building must go onto an overlay you will have a BAL rating which 

determines the degree of fire resistance elements of your building requires and this can add 

significantly to the cost of the components of your building, particularly glass openings.   

 

9. DESIGN QUOTE:  Once the BD/A has done their preliminary research, based on the results and 

the design brief they will calculate their fee.  This is individual but generally has limitations on 

number of variations included and added fees if you request a variation after approvals.  If you 

agree to go ahead, they will prepare a contract which you should read carefully and get private 

legal advice to ensure it is mutually beneficial and provides sufficient protection against things that 

could go wrong, before signing.  If you wish to make alterations to the proposed contract the other 

party may get their own legal advice before agreeing to it and signing.  There is no such thing as a 

‘Gentleman’s Agreement’ in this litigious day and age.  No insurance company will bail you out if 

there is no formal contract.  Speaking of that, while a QBCC Licensed Building Designer is not 

required to have Professional Indemnity Insurance, they are required to tell you if they don’t.  I 

personally would not engage someone without it. 

 
10. PLANNING:  This word has different meanings in different contexts.  Your BD/A will investigate if 

your proposal requires a Town Planning Application, or whether it can go straight to the Building 

and Plumbing Applications.  In the context of the actual house plans, starting with a concept 

drawing proposed by your designer based on the Design Brief, you and your designer will work 

together back and forth until you are happy with a design and approve it for submission for Town 

Planning Application if required and Building and Plumbing Application. 

 

11. ENERGY RATING:  Throughout the design stage the designer must bear in mind the need for the 

home to meet a minimum energy efficiency star rating which can be achieved in various ways but 

requires input from an energy assessor and will require a certificate from this assessor on 

completion. 

 
12. ENGINEERING:  Once you have plans which meet Town Planning requirements your designer will 

either do the structural design themselves (except for the footings and slab design which must be 

done by a structural engineer) or they will send the plans to a structural engineer (theirs or yours 

-  your choice) to do all of the structural design.   

 

  



PAGE 26 
 

13. BUILDING AND PLUMBING APPROVAL:  Once your plans are fully engineered, BAL and energy 

rated, and any adjustments resulting from advice from these consultants are made, they can be 

submitted for Building and Plumbing approval. Sometimes they may make requests for 

information and plans may need to be adjusted.  Hopefully your BD/A is familiar enough with the 

requirements and regulations to avoid any but the trickier requirements.   

 
14. BUILDING QUOTE:  Once you have Building and Plumbing Approval you can give your plans to 

builders for quotes.    This is the nerve-racking bit for both clients and designers.  Builders these 

days rarely quote unless they have fully approved, engineered, BAL and energy rated plans (so they 

know structural member sizes and building elements required and don’t waste time quoting on a 

design which may change).  The BD/A is not a quantity surveyor and therefore can only estimate 

the likely cost of a building.  With rising costs of materials and shortages, this is even more difficult 

to estimate.  That is why it is highly recommended you allow for significant contingency amounts 

both during design and building stages.  Do let your designer know the contingency amount so 

they don’t waste valuable time trying to trim bits off your design unnecessarily, only to find if the 

building quote goes over budget, that you can afford it after all.  You need to have a trusting 

relationship with the designer. There is nothing to be gained by keeping your budget secret from 

them.  Conversely if you have literally no wriggle room, the BD/A will know to be more 

conservative with their design. 

 

15. BUILDING:  Once you are happy with a builder’s quote you can sign a contract with them and you 

will be dealing mostly with the builder and building certifier from this point on.  The builder will 

communicate with the BD/A for clarification if necessary, and if any variations are requested 

during the build, the BD/A may charge a fee for such variations and any council and other 

consultant fees will also have to be paid.  So, make sure you are as firm as possible before 

committing to a design. It will save lots of double handling.   

 

16. WAIT PATIENTLY AT EVERY STAGE:  Unless a contract period has been exceeded, there is 

nothing to be gained by pressuring anyone involved in this process with your unrealistic 

expectations.  Unless you are an owner builder, in which case you are responsible for the 

coordination of all trades on site, it is best to let them concentrate on their jobs without 

interference.  Of course, keep a subtle eye on things to make sure, for example, a wall frame doesn’t 

go up back-to-front.  This happened to me - a door was where a window should be and vice versa! 

Luckily, I picked it up before they had gone too far, such as installing the window and door and 

cladding the wall.  Try not to bug the experts too much or you may find them resenting your micro-

management, which can feel like you are telling them how to do their job.  Try to RELAX and be 

easy going.  It will make the whole process more enjoyable for everyone.  If a mistake happens, just 

remember you make them yourself.  Go easy. 

 
Building your own home is something akin to giving birth in the sense that, once committed, much 

of it is out of your hands.  You must trust that your intuition was good and that the experts you 

have engaged know their jobs better than you do.  

Short of performing due diligence and getting the best possible advice, in the end you will get there 

one way or another, so you might as well relax and enjoy the process to reduce everyone’s stress 

and have the best possible chance of a positive experience. 

 

*Speaking of professional advice now seems like a good time to make a disclaimer, like any professional advice-giver, that the information 

given in this article is general in nature and does not consider your individual circumstances. You should seek professional advice to see 

whether this process is right for you.  
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Pioneers, Movers and Shakers – Some Useful Resources 

I couldn’t have learned all I have about small home design and the Tiny House 

Movement without the work of so many advocates for the cause around the world. 

Here is a brief and far from comprehensive list of some of my biggest influences.   

My apologies to anyone I have omitted. 

• Jay Shaefer the so-called Father of the Tiny House Movement

• Bryce Langdon, host of the You Tube channel Living Big in a Tiny House, has

visited hundreds of tiny homes around the world and with his girlfriend Essa behind

the camera, documented their homes and journeys, inspiring so many people to join

the movement.

• Lara Nobel, Architect of the first tiny house on wheels to be approved as a

permanent dwelling in Brisbane.  The tiny house in no longer in Brisbane, but at the

Bower in Maleny (where I stayed while writing this article) – such is the beauty of

THOW.

• Dr Malcolm Holz (Town Planner) with his wife, owns The Bower and Lara

Nobel’s THOW. Dr Holz is a long-time advocate for cabin dwelling and is a state policy

writer.

• Peter Latemore, Building Designer and co-creator of the award-winning

ADAPT Modular house concept (Latemore Design and Mercury Modular)

https://latemoredesign.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/LDMD-Adapt-

QBDA2010.pdf

• Tiny House Movement Facebook groups, their founders and members

TV Series: 

• Tiny House Nation

• Treehouse Masters

YouTube Channels: 

• Tiny House Expedition (hosted by Alexis Stephens and Christian Parsons based

in the USA)There is a two-part documentary on You Tube by Alexis Stephens and

Christian Parsons of called Living Tiny Legally, which offer a great overview of how to

go about gaining approval for your tiny home. It is quite relevant in Australia.

• Living Big in a Tiny House (based in NZ)

• Exploring Alternatives (based in Canada)

• Tiny House Giant Journey – Alternative Home Tours & Lifestyle Videos

• Shelter Mode – specifically container homes

• Never Too Small – mostly tiny apartments

• Kirsten Dirksen Faircompanies.org – alternative building documentaries
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‘The author’s self-built garden studio and outdoor pizza oven area’ - photo by Jo Dickson 
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